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   Regular Meeting    

 Charleston Township Board 

August 24, 2021 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 

allegiance to the flag. 

 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 

 

Roll was called and members present were: Vander Roest, Moravek, Schug, Balkema and Kramer.   

Anthony Bates, Joanna Johnson, Travis Bartholomew, Mark Worden, Thom Brennan, and David 

Pawloski were also in attendance. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 

 

Moravek/Schug moved to approve the agenda as presented.  CARRIED 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Anthony Bates informed the Board that Lori Roof had resigned as Charleston’s representative on the 

Lawrence Memorial Library Board and that another candidate, Andrew Acker, was willing to replace her. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Schug/Balkema moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted consisting of: 

a. July 27, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes, 

 b. Zoning Director’s Report/Building Permits 

c. Communications  

d. Treasurer’s Report 

e. Attorney’s Report 

f. Fire Dept Report 

g. Sheriff’s Dept Report 

CARRIED 

 

ANNUAL MEETING WITH ROAD COMMISSION OF KALAMAZOO COUNTY 

 

The Supervisor expressed 12 concerns about problems within the township that included 

additional signage, returning some roads to gravel after the failure of the August 3, 2021, road 

millage request, road surface problems on L Avenue between E. Michigan and Mercury Drive, 

billing procedures and excess funds, and PAR fund distribution.  Other Board members also 

asked a few questions.  The Road Commission distributed information indicating what had been 

done recently in the township and what was on the agenda in the next five years.  

 

  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Jerry expressed his thoughts on the Joint Fire Department.  Chris Balkema, the Township Board 

representative on the Joint Fire Board, related that the Township’s other representative and Chair 

of the Joint Fire Board, Don Balkema, has submitted his resignation.  The Township Board will 

need to find another person to appoint to the JFB in his place. 

b. Vander Roest/Schug moved to allow an $87 quarterly charge for Charleston’s sewer 

customers although a $90 charge is authorized.  CARRIED  The Village of Augusta has 
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agreed to do the quarterly billing for township sewer customers. 

c. Vander Roest/Balkema moved to appoint Bobbi Nigg to the Galesburg-Charleston Memorial 

District Library as a township representative to complete a term and to appoint Andrew 

Acker as a township representative to the Lawrence Memorial Library Board.  CARRIED 

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a. Jerry asked the Board to review the information provided by the Planning Commission 

concerning the Master Plan they have been working on. 

b. The Board briefly discussed the plan to pursue County-wide broadband. 

c. Balkema/Kramer moved to approve the property address assignment procedure, the 

application and the fee of $45 for obtaining address numbers.  CARRIED 

d. Kramer/Moravek moved to reissue the gravel permit for the gravel pit at 3000 North 37th St 

which has been purchased by Bex Farms from Lone Eagles Aggregates, LLC (owned by 

Gary Moline) upon receipt of proof of insurance and any other information that is needed.  

CARRIED 

e. Jerry reported that he has been tracking down the money owed the township from the logging 

project at Fort Custer Training Center in 2018/2019.  The receipts are divided between Calhoun 

and Kalamazoo Counties in a ratio of 27%-73% and then distributed to the township.  Jerry will 

pursue the township’s portion. 

      ‘ 

READING & DISPOSITION BILLS: 

 

Vander Roest/Moravek moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for 

their respective amounts.  CARRIED 

 

CITIZENS TIME 

 

None 

 

MEMBERS TIME: 

 

Linda reminded the Board that the audit needed to be approved by September so the reports could be filed 

with the State on time.  Balkema/Kramer moved to approve the audit for the Fiscal Year Ending 

3/31/21.  CARRIED  Jerry updated the Board on the status of the Galesburg Speedway/Court Order.  A 

number of State and township permits need to be obtained and it is time for another video of the 

Speedway premises. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 

 

Balkema/Moravek moved to adjourn at 6:50 p.m.  CARRIED 

 

 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 
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